[Cardiac rhythm disorders after pneumonectomy].
The authors studied 13 cases of arrhythmia following pneumonectomy in a series of 94 pneumonectomies performed in the Thoracic Surgery Unit. The arrhythmias essentially consisted of atrial fibrillation which was well tolerated haemodynamically. It generally occurred in ambulant patients on about the 5th postoperative day. These arrhythmias responded well to treatment with continuous infusion of amiodarone. By comparing the files of the standard series of 94 pneumonectomies to the series of 13 cases of arrhythmia, the authors tried to determine the predisposing causes. The most obvious cause was the opening of the pericardium, but a number of other predisposing factors were detected: not so much hypoxia or hypovolaemia, but, more importantly, an increase in the effusion in the pneumonectomy cavity with displacement of the mediastinum.